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Conference Schedule
Tuesday, November 12
8:00 am – 5:00 pm Exhibits open
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Registration
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm Opening Luncheon/Keynote
1:15 pm – 1:30 pm Break
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Concurrent Workshops – Session A
3:00 pm – 3:15 pm Refreshment Break
3:15 pm – 4:45 pm Concurrent Workshops – Session B

Wednesday, November 13
8:00 am – 5:00 pm Exhibits open
8:30 am – 9:45 am Interactive Plenary
9:45 am – 10:00 am Break
10:00 am – 11:30 am Concurrent Workshops – Session C
11:30 am – 12:45 pm Lunch and Learn
12:45 pm – 1:00 pm Break
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm Concurrent Workshops – Session D
2:30 pm – 2:45 pm Refreshment Break
2:45 pm – 4:15 pm Concurrent Workshops – Session E

Thursday, November 14
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Exhibits open
8:45 am – 10:15 am Concurrent Workshops – Session F
10:15 am – 10:30 am Break
10:30 am – 11:45 am Awards Celebration Brunch
11:45 am – 12:00 pm Break
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Concurrent Workshops – Session G
1:30 pm – 1:45 pm Refreshment Break
1:45 pm – 3.15 pm Concurrent Workshops – Session H

Certificates available at the conclusion of the conference
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Conference Schedule
OPENING LUNCHEON - Tuesday, November 12, 12:00-1:15pm
First Lady Deal was invited to join with us to share her vision for Georgia’s most valuable population,
our children and youth.  Unfortunately, she is unable to be with us. Youth who share the vision of
caring for vulnerable populations and keeping children safe will elevate and celebrate why we are
truly “better together,” as community catalysts knit together by our Common Thread - committed to
creating  lasting change in partnership with youth and families.

INTERACTIVE PLENARY - Wednesday, November 13, 8:30-9:45 am
The primary focus of this year’s conference is to bring together the statewide community that
serves children and families in order to break down existing unproductive silos. This year’s theme,
A Common Thread, provides state leadership an opportunity to set this tone of collaboration. This
session will provide a forum in which participants will have the opportunity to receive department
presentations that highlight current initiatives and programs.  Participants will be able to have access
to the leadership of Georgia’s State Departments/Divisions to discuss how best to move forward with
services and policies that improve the lives of Georgia’s vulnerable children and families.  Emphasis
will be placed on how stakeholders can better work together, in the spirit of collegiality, which has a
positive impact on our work with children and families.  

LUNCH AND LEARN “Coordination and Continuity of Care” - Wednesday,
November 13, 11:30 am-12:45pm
This plenary will feature key representatives from Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD), Department of Community Health (DCH) and Care
Management Organizations (CMOs)  to dialogue around program services designed to improve
coordination, continuity of care, access to health care services and improve health. Special focus will
be given to the transition to Medicaid managed care targeted for January 1, 2014 of children, youth
and young adults in foster care, children and youth receiving adoption assistance, and certain youth
involved with the juvenile justice.

AWARDS CELEBRATION - Thursday, November 14, 10:30-11:45 am
Join special guests as we honor individuals and agencies for outstanding work with children and
families. This is our opportunity to recognize colleagues for their hard work and contributions to the
important work of serving Georgia’s Children and Families.  
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Concurrent Session A
A1

Tuesday, November 12, 2013 1:30-3:00

TRAUMA SMART: CREATING TRAUMA INFORMED CARE ORGANIZATIONS
Presenter: Whitnei A. Pryor, PMP, MA – Director of Training - CHRIS Kids, Inc.

This workshop will focus on the impact of trauma and the importance of creating trauma- informed service  systems by raising the
standard of care and improving access to services for children, families and communities impacted by trauma. The goal is to assist
organizations in recognizing and responding to the impact of traumatic stress on those who have contact with the system including
children, caregivers, and service providers. Organizations and programs that infuse and sustain trauma awareness, knowledge, and
skills into their organizational cultures, practices and policies aid tremendously in supporting the recovery and resiliency of the child and
family.
A2

CULTURAL DIVERSITY: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY (part 1 of 2)
Presenter: Michelle B. Toledo Cainas, Bachelor in Criminal Justice and Master in Forensic Psychology - Program Director
– Georgia Latin@s Against Domestic - Violence, a program of Renovacion Conyugal, Inc.; Co-Presenter: Belisa Urbina,
Executive Director

This presentation will discuss the importance of understanding the complexity of Latino culture to be able to provide better services to
clients experiencing domestic violence. The Latino culture has many similarities but differences also exist among them. It will explore
the myths and barriers Latina women encounter when seeking and understanding domestic violence.
A3

PROMOTING SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING IN CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES
Presenter: Sharon E. McKinley, MSW - Program Manager, Child Welfare Information Gateway

This workshop will discuss the challenges that children and families face after being maltreated or exposed to violence while receiving
services through public and community agencies. Participants will review the structure of services, the strategies and tools that are
currently used in public and community agencies and discuss ways to re-evaluate the practices that are not achieving desired results.
Finally, participants will discuss strategies and resources that showed positive results. Participants will learn how public and communitybased organizations can partner in promoting social and emotional well-being in children, families and communities. Well-documented
assessment and intervention tools and strategies will be shared during the discussion.
A4

THE JOURNEY FROM FOSTER CAREGIVING ONTO ADOPTION (part 1 of 2)
Presenter: Deborah Burrus, BS - DFCS Permanency Unit Director – DHS Department of Family and Children Services; CoPresenter: Dr. Rose Handon, National Resource Center

In recognition of National Adoption Month, this workshop is intended to inform and educate social work practitioners working with foster
and adoptive parents and cross-discipline providers on the unique journey that families confront after transitioning from a foster care
setting into a permanent living arrangement through adoption.
A5

SAFETY RESPONSE SYSTEM: LESSONS LEARNED FROM OUR PILOT COUNTIES PHASE 1 OF IMPLEMENTATION
(part 1 of 2)
Presenter: Kristan Small, BS Sociology and Masters in Social Work – Safety response System Coordinator – DHS, DFCS; CoPresenters: Anita Sanford - Social Service Supervisor, Clayton Andrews - Social Services Coordinator, Angelique Ludlam
- Social Service Supervisor, Tammie McGill – Social Services Specialist

This interactive workshop will engage participants in a discussion about the Safety Response system which Georgia has piloted in two
counties and will be implementing statewide in 2014. Participants will hear about why the system was developed, moving from a risk
assessment child protective system to a safety based system. Workshop presenters will include frontline staff (workers/supervisors)
who were directly involved in the implementation of this cutting edge program, as they share their experiences in using a Family
Functioning Assessment (FFA) process that begins with helping reporters provide more information. Participants will experience the use
of the FFA tool and how it helps assess parent’s parental capacitates and assure that children are protected.
A6

MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL HEALTHCARE NEEDS IN GA RCC AGENCIES AND FACILITIES
(part 1 of 2)
Presenter: Kimberly Foster, RN, BSN, MBA, SANE - Nurse Surveyor – GA Department of Human Services Office of Inspector
General Residential Child Care Unit

Safe and effective healthcare is one of the three pillars of child well-being. To ensure that children in out-of-home care receive
protective care and watchful oversight, managers and caregivers must understand the meaning and intent of the rules and regulations
related to children with special healthcare needs.
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Concurrent Session B
B1

Tuesday, November 12, 2013 3:15-4:45

UPDATE ON ADOLESCENT SUBSTANCE ABUSE
Presenter: Kristal Davidson - C & A Program Specialist, DBHDD Division of Addictive Diseases

Workshop participants will explore  the current trends in substance abuse among youth.  Participants will gain knowledge of latest
information on alcohol, marijuana, inhalants, psychedelics, prescription drugs/over-the-counter medications, and other drugs. Georgia
Statistics regarding youth use of these drugs will also be discussed.
B2

CULTURAL DIVERSITY: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE LATINO COMMUNITY (part 2 of 2)
Presenter: Michelle B. Toledo Cainas, Bachelor in Criminal Justice and Master in Forensic Psychology - Program Director
– Georgia Latin@s Against Domestic Violence, a program  of Renovacion Conyugal, Inc.; Co-Presenter: Belisa Urbina,
Executive Director

This presentation will discuss the importance of understanding the complexity of Latino culture to be able to provide better services to
clients experiencing domestic violence.  The Latino culture has many similarities but differences also exist among them. It will explore
the myths and barriers Latina women encounter when seeking and understanding domestic violence.
B3

NEW ASSESSMENTS FOR YOUTH INVOLVED IN THE JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
Presenter: Dee Bell, Program Coordinator, DJJ Division of Community Services

The new Georgia Juvenile Code and the recommendations of the Special Council on Criminal Justice Reform have led to several
new assessments for youth involved in the Juvenile Justice System. This workshop will review the assessment required in the new
environment to include the Pre-Disposition Risk Assessment (PDRA); the Structured Dispositional Matrix (SDM); the Detention
Assessment Instrument (DAI); and the Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA). Information will also be provided on the new
emphasis that the Juvenile Code and Special Council placed on the implementation of evidence based services and how these services
are being implemented.
B4

THE JOURNEY FROM FOSTER CAREGIVING ONTO ADOPTION (part 2 of 2)
Presenter: Deborah Burrus, BS - DFCS Permanency Unit Director – DHS Department of Family and Children Services; CoPresenter: Dr. Rose Handon, National Resource Center

In recognition of National Adoption Month, this workshop is intended to inform and educate social work practitioners working with foster
and adoptive parents and cross-discipline providers on the unique journey that families confront after transitioning from a foster care
setting into a permanent living arrangement through adoption.
B5

SAFETY RESPONSE SYSTEM: LESSONS LEARNED FROM OUR PILOT COUNTIES PHASE 1 OF IMPLEMENTATION
(part 2 of 2)
Presenter: Kristan Small, BS Sociology and Masters in Social Work – Safety response System Coordinator – DHS, DFCS; CoPresenters: Anita Sanford -  Social Service Supervisor, Clayton Andrews - Social Services Coordinator, Angelique Ludlam
- Social Service Supervisor, Tammie McGill – Social Services Specialist

This interactive workshop will engage participants in a discussion about the Safety Response system which Georgia has piloted in two
counties and will be implementing statewide in 2014. Participants will hear about why the system was developed, moving from a risk
assessment child protective system to a safety based system. Workshop presenters will include frontline staff workers/supervisors) who
were directly involved in the implementation of this cutting edge program, as they share their experiences in using a Family Functioning
Assessment (FFA) process that begins with helping reporters provide more information.  Participants will experience the use of the FFA
tool and how it helps assess parent’s parental capacitates and assure that children are protected.  
B6

MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL HEALTHCARE NEEDS IN GA RCC AGENCIES AND FACILITIES
(part 2 of 2)
Presenter: Kimberly Foster, RN, BSN, MBA, SANE - Nurse Surveyor – GA Department of Human Services Office of Inspector
General Residential Child Care Unit

Safe and effective healthcare is one of the three pillars of child well-being.  To ensure that children in out-of-home care receive
protective care and watchful oversight, managers and caregivers must understand the meaning and intent of the rules and regulations
related to children with special healthcare needs.  
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Concurrent Session C
C1

Wednesday, November 13, 2013 10:00-11:30

OVERVIEW OF THERAPLAY
Presenter: Jamie Bray, MSW - Social Work Therapist/Supervisor – Hillside, Inc.;Co-Presenter: Christina Fiddes, MSW -  Social
Worker/Therapist

This class is designed to offer an overview of theraplay®, which is an attachment based play. A brief history will be offered, and
the lecture will demonstrate how this modality is utilized in work with traumatized children, foster children, at risk or special needs,
adoptions, etc. in both inpatient and outpatient settings.
C2

UNDERSTANDING PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATIONS
Presenters: Dr. Andrew Gothard, Dr. Emily Garai and Dr. Carolyn Johnson – Atlanta Psychological Services

This workshop will provide DFCS personnel, foster care providers, CASA volunteers, GALs, and others with a basic understanding
of how to read and interpret a psychological evaluation report, focusing on information most pertinent to your work with children
and families. You will gain an understanding of the overall evaluation process and your role in the process, how to provide the most
useful collateral information and collaborate with the psychologist to target specific referral questions. This course will provide an
understanding of how to read and understand diagnoses and recommendations to assist you in guiding children and their families
to the best outcome.
C3

JUVENILE JUSTICE REFORM ACT - Part 1, Delinquency
Presenter: Randee J. Waldman

Prior to the Juvenile Justice Reform Act, juvenile laws in Georgia had not been updated in nearly 40 years.  The Juvenile Justice
Reform Bill (HB 242) was introduced to the 2013 General Assembly as a 242-page bill that was the result of years of study  by the
Young Lawyers Division (YLD) of the State Bar and JUSTGeorgia and included focus by the Special Council on Criminal Justice
Reform for Georgians.  Passage of HB242 and signing into law the Juvenile Justice Reform Act provides sweeping change to Georgia’s
juvenile justice code.  Changes to the code will be reviewed in this two-part presentation on Delinquency (part 1) and Children in Need
of Services (CHINS) (part 2).
C4

KNOCKING OUT POWER STRUGGLES: ENGAGING YOUTH IN TREATMENT
Presenter: Amy Irvin, MA - Regional Director – Omni Visions; Co-Presenter: Lisa Faehl, MS-Director of Business Development

Engaging children and especially adolescents in the treatment process is often difficult and frustrating. Power struggles and the
resulting reactions are some of the leading causes for placement disruption, foster parent burnout, and staff struggles.  Engaging
children and youth in the treatment process and helping foster parents understand effective communication and intervention techniques
are key skills for a successful therapeutic foster care program. This workshop will present proven ways to avoid and diffuse power
struggles and give additional tools for successful intervention.
C5

DFCS SYSTEM OF CARE UNIT
Presenter: Michele Farrington - CCFA/WA Compliance Specialist, DHS, DFCS, System of Care Unit

The DFCS System of Care Unit was established in July 2011 to improve services for children with serious emotional disorders. Our
area of responsibility has since been expanded to include services to improve the physical health and behavioral health of all families
and children served by DFCS. In this presentation we will give you an overview of the System of Care Unit, an overview of the
programs and services we manage and qualifications needed by agencies that wish to partner with us by providing services to our
families and children.
C6

REVITALIZING AND REVISITING YOUR LOCAL INTERAGENCY PLANNING TEAM (LIPT) MEETING (part 1 of 2)
Presenter: Lisa M. Mantz, JD - Associate Judge – Newton County Juvenile Court ; Tora Pierce, JPPSIII - DJJ and Jennifer
Wilds - Network Administrator, View Point Health

Newton County’s receipt of national technical assistance has led to a purposeful and deliberate refinement of the LIPT. This workshop
will assist communities by providing guidance in how to implement this practice and how to utilize the meeting for children who have
been declared incompetent to stand trial.
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Concurrent Session D
D1

Wednesday, November 13, 2013 1:00-2:30

CHILD WELFARE INFORMATION GATEWAY: SUPPORTING A CULTURE OF LEARNING
Presenters: Christine Tappan, MSW, CAGS – Deputy Project Director - Child Welfare Information Gateway; Co-Presenter:
Cynthia Peterson, MSW

Research on Evidence Based Practices (EBPs) shows that organizational culture and climate impacts implementation success.   
Learning organization frameworks can help create cultures paralleling best practices in family engagement, adoption of EBPs, and
support Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI). Learn how accessing the right information at the right time can support a culture of
learning in your organization.
D2

SKILLS AND STRATEGIES FOR WORKING WITH FATHER (part 1 of 2)
Presenters: Darrell Green and Mildred Gallaspy, Training Specialists, Professional Excellent Program, School of Social Work,
Andrew Young School of Policy Studies, Georgia State University

This course focuses on the importance of fathers in children’s lives, the current research related to father involvement, and how this
information can be applied throughout the child welfare continuum of services. The course includes strategies for identifying, locating
and engaging fathers in the casework process, and is designed to equip case managers and supervisors to work successfully with
fathers in a wide range of family situations and structures. This course is recommended for Social Services case managers and
supervisors.
D3

JUVENILE JUSTICE REFORM ACT - Part 2, CHINS
Presenter: The Honorable Tom Rawlings

Prior to the Juvenile Justice Reform Act, juvenile laws in Georgia had not been updated in nearly 40 years.  The Juvenile Justice
Reform Bill (HB 242) was introduced to the 2013 General Assembly as a 242-page bill that was the result of years of study  by the
Young Lawyers Division (YLD) of the State Bar and JUSTGeorgia and included focus by the Special Council on Criminal Justice
Reform for Georgians.  Passage of HB242 and signing into law the Juvenile Justice Reform Act provides sweeping change to Georgia’s
juvenile justice code.  Changes to the code will be reviewed in this two-part presentation on Delinquency (part 1) and
Children in Need of Services (CHINS) (part 2).
D4

BEST PRACTICES IN WORKING WITH TRANSITION AGE YOUTH
Presenter: Shemeka Frazier Sorrells, BS Psychology and MS Community Counseling

Program Director of Transition Age Youth Services - CHRIS Kids Inc. - Young adults experience dramatic changes across all
developmental areas during the transition to adulthood. This phase of life can be especially difficult for youth with emotional and
behavioral health disorders, exposure to trauma, and involvement in the foster care system.  This workshop will focus on best practices
for working with transition age youth and assist organizations in implementing strategies to meet the needs of young adults.
D5

COMMERCIAL SEXUALLY EXPLOITED CHILDREN (CSEC)
Presenter: Mary Frances Bowley - Founder and Chief Strategic Officer, Wellspring Living

Over the past 13 years, Wellspring Living has served women who are survivors of sexual exploitation and for the past 5 years,
Wellspring Living has served domestic minors who are survivors of sex trafficking. From this experience and their research, Mary
Frances Bowley will be sharing promising practices for survivors of sex trafficking. This presentation will explain how the brain heals
through education and appropriate therapy.  Scenarios and strategies can be applied to methods for those serving any child who has
experienced severe trauma.  Wellspring Living has implemented this practical, evidence-based, holistic model with remarkable results
that we believe will encourage you.
D6

REVITALIZING AND REVISITING YOUR LOCAL INTERAGENCY PLANNING TEAM (LIPT) MEETING – (part 2 of 2)
Presenter: Lisa M. Mantz, JD - Associate Judge – Newton County Juvenile Court

Newton County’s receipt of national technical assistance has led to a purposeful and deliberate refinement of the LIPT. This workshop
will assist communities by providing guidance in how to implement this practice and how to utilize the meeting for children who
have been declared incompetent to stand trial. Part 2 will address specific technical assistance and ideas for implementation in your
local LIPT including 1) defining target population, legal and data sharing agreements, 2) resource, assessment and process mapping
and 3) protocol, forms and family engagement.
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Concurrent Session E
E1

Wednesday, November 13, 2013 2:45-4:15

DATA DRIVEN DECISION MAKING
Presenter: Tom Rawlings - McMillan & Rawlings, LLP

This session will look at innovative methods of determining needs of and outcomes for children by using available data.  We will look at
current data that DFCS collects and sends to the federal government as well as data from the Department of Juvenile Justice.  We will
also show how this data can be mapped geographically and compared with data on poverty, affordable housing, educational level, and
other information to create a fuller picture of the communities in which we are working.
E2

SKILLS AND STRATEGIES FOR WORKING WITH FATHERS ( part 2 of 2)
Presenters: Darrell Green and Mildred Gallaspy, Training Specialists, Professional Excellent
Program, School of Social Work, Andrew Young School of Policy Studies, Georgia State
University

This course focuses on the importance of fathers in children’s lives, the current research related to father involvement, and how this
information can be applied throughout the child welfare continuum of services. The course includes strategies for identifying, locating
and engaging fathers in the casework process, and is designed to equip case managers and supervisors to work successfully with
fathers in a wide range of family situations and structures. This course is recommended for Social Services case managers and
supervisors.   
E3

JUDGES PANEL
Presenters: The Honorable Judge Sheri Roberts,  The Honorable Judge Velma Tilley,The Honorable Judge Vincent, The
Honorable Judge Crawford and The Honorable Judge Juliette Scales

The role of the judge requires neutrality that often isolates the judge from other stakeholders in the juvenile justice and child welfare
systems. Although probation, mental health, child welfare case managers, and judges are all advocates for children, their respective
rolls within the same system differ in many respects sometimes causing misunderstanding, confusion, and philosophical differences.
This workshop is an opportunity to “bridge the gap” between the child welfare and the judicial systems by providing an opportunity
for practitioners to dialogue with a panel of judges on issues of law, process, procedure, and philosophy of child welfare and juvenile
justice. This workshop is for all persons who provide case work services and supervise case workers in child welfare, mental health,
juvenile justice, and other child service agencies.
E4

ENGAGING YOUTH IN CRISIS AND SAFETY PLANNING
Presenter: Charyl Durbin, PhD Public Leadership, EdS Community Counseling, MS Community Psychology, BS Business and
LPC – Child and Adolescent Program Specialist, Department of Behavioral Health and Development Disabilities

How often does a mental health professional or a treatment team, work with a family to create a safety plan that goes unused once the
youth returns home? Join in a hands on opportunity for practitioners to learn about approaches to safety planning that engage youth
and family.
E5

SYSTEM OF CARE LEADERSHIP
Presenter: Amy Glass, PhD, MSW - Project Director, Center of Excellence, Georgia Health Policy Center; Co-Presenter: Astrid
Prudent, Research Associate II

System of Care (SOC) core values and guiding principles call for leadership styles that build alliances and promote creative problemsolving. Effective SOC leadership requires an ability to lead from multiple leadership styles. This workshop provides strategies for
participants who are champions for children, youth and families.
E6

AN IMMIGRATION REMEDY FOR DEPRIVED CHILDREN AND THE JUVENILE COURT’S ROLE
Presenter: Jennifer Bensman, JD -  Director of Immigration Services, Catholic Charities; Co-Presenter: Hannah MacNorlin, JD
- Staff Attorney,Catholic Charities

This workshop will cover the process children go through when they are detained by Border Patrol and how they are reunited with
family members in the US, as well as the Special Immigrant Juvenile visa that some children may be eligible for. We will discuss in
detail the Juvenile Court’s crucial role in obtaining this visa for eligible children, as well as the ways that this visa can help stabilize
vulnerable children
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Concurrent Session F

Thursday, November 14, 2013 8:45-10:15

F1

The Impact of Maternal Substance Abuse on Child Development
Presenter: Dr. Karen Kuehn Howell, Emory University School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences
Maternal Substance Abuse and Child Development Project and Emory Neurodevelopmental Exposure Clinic
This workshop will discuss the impact that maternal substance abuse has on the physical, cognitive, social and emotional functioning
of a young child. We will review the long-term developmental effects of maternal substance abuse and prenatal exposure on a child’s
ultimate developmental outcomes. We will also discuss the conditions that maternal substance abuse may be associated with,
including disease, prematurity, sub-optimal caretaking, poverty, exposure to violence, neglect and maternal psychopathology. Finally,
interventions and resources for caregivers of children impacted by maternal substance abuse will be discussed.
F2

ENGAGING YOUTH PARENTS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES
Presenter: Molly Casey, Bachelor’s in Social Work and Masters in HR Training and Development - Administrator – Teen Parent
Connection; Co-Presenter: Mary Charlotte Bruce, MSW -  STEP/Teen Parent Connection Program Director

Research details the importance of early childhood education and its impact on children’s cognitive, physical and social-emotional
development.  Young parents often lack knowledge and resources to support their child’s development.  We will explore the use of
assessments, age appropriate activities and resources available to develop parenting skills relative to ECE.
F3

EVIDENCE BASED DOCUMENTATION STRATEGIES
Presenter: John T. Wilson, BA Psychology/MA Organizational Management – Executive Director - Pathways Transition
Programs

In serving families clinicians and case managers frequently aren’t trained in how to document in an evidence-based fashion.  This
workshop offers strategies to do so and improve performance reviews. Based on this instructor’s experience training this topic
statewide, service providers have seen qualitative and quantitative improvements that make documentation meaningful and purposeful
for them.  
F4

LISTENING TO THE VOICE OF OUR BIRTH PARENTS
Presenter: Randy A. Jenkins, MSW – Regional Director – Division of Family and Children Services

This workshop will provide participant an opportunity to hear about the fears, frustration and anger experienced by birth mothers and
birth fathers when their children are removed and placed in foster care. Participants will hear about the importance of listening to the
parent’s life experiences and dealing with their feelings as part of the initial engagement strategies, and of the importance of actively
listening and showing empathy to birth parents before moving into case planning.  
F5

WORKING WITH DIFFICULT PEOPLE: A WORKPLACE SURVIVAL GUIDE
Presenter: Lisa Faehl, MS -  Director of Business Development – Omni Visions

Difficult staff have an impact on office morale and good outcomes for clients. Conflict can lead to employee turnover and service
disruptions. This workshop will present effective ways to work with difficult people and difficult situations successfully. Identifying
common themes and implementing these successful conflict resolution strategies will save you hours of waste, time, energy and anger.
F6

ETHICS (part 1 of 3)
Presenter: Jeffery D. Lawrence, D. Min.– Vice-President for Programs and Services/Chief Operating Officer, The Methodist
Home for Children and Youth

Explore the ethical dilemmas involving such issues as self-disclosure, sexuality, gifts, dual relationships and third party referrals.  In
lecture and small group discussions, participants will examine how to respond to a range of challenging clinical situations, including
dealing with sexual attraction.  Special attention will be paid to a counselor’s unresolved grief, co-dependency and compassion fatigue
with respect to maintaining healthy boundaries.
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Concurrent Session G
G1

Thursday, November 14, 2013 12:00-1:30

HOPE AND HEALING AFTER TRAUMA: AN OVERVIEW OF TRAUMA-FOCUSED COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL THERAPY
(TF-CBT) (part 1 of 2)
Presenter: Roy Van Tassell, Masters in Counseling – Cenpatico

This presentation introduces professionals to Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT) a nationally and internationally
implemented evidence-based treatment for children, adolescents and their parents experiencing post-traumatic stress. Info on
resources for further training will be provided.
G2

CHILDREN AND FAMILY ISSUES: SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS, LOCAL FOCUSES
(part 1 of 2)
Presenter: Bill R. Hancock, Founder, President and Chief Executive Officer – FaithBridge

Through the local church and its community of believers, sustainable solutions for all child and family related issues and services can
be achieved.  Through local research, innovative planning and community organization, local communities can drive best practices,
quality outcomes and sound policy in child welfare.  
G3

GEORGIA GANG LAW
Presenter: Joe Amerling – Sr. Investigator, Gainesville Police Department assigned to Gang Task Force

This workshop will review the Georgia Gang Law, signs and identifiers of gang membership and current trends. Joe Amerling delivers
an energetic presentation filled with real life experiences to give the participants an educational and enjoyable experience. He will
focus on gang activity in Georgia, especially the Northeast area, with an emphasis on Hispanic gangs, which all of Georgia is currently
experiencing an explosion of activity.   
G4

PERCEIVED FAMILY STRESS AS A HINDRANCE TO PARENTING (part 1 of 2)
Presenter:  Mayi Dixon MA, LPC, -  Adjunct Professor and Family Therapist – Mercer University

The presentation will explore the perceived level of family stress among single parent verses married parents/ families. The
presentation will explore whether education, household income, and marital status affect the level of perceived stress. The presenter
will explore the idea that family stress affects child rearing and marital relationships, and the different form of family stress, and ways
counselors can help families develop adequate coping skills.  
G5

BURNOUT…CREATIVE APPROACHES TO HELP STAFF RECOGNIZE, MANAGE AND
DE-STIGMATIZE THEIR STRESS
Presenter: Theresa Varos, Master of Science – Director of Marketing and Public Relations -Lookout Mountain Community
Services Co-Presenter: Heather Stanley, Master of Creative Studies in Art Therapy – Deputy Director LMCME

Professional burnout results in stress, a lack of productivity, ineffective practice and poor self care. Burnout is a gradual process that
occurs over an extended period of time.  It doesn’t happen overnight! Learning to balance the stresses of work, understanding the
signals of burnout and being able to develop a self care plan will assist you in discovering resiliency and avoiding job burnout. Join us
for a hands-on session which will provide effective tools and protocol in the development of effective stress management.  
G6

ETHICS (part 2 of 3)
Presenter: Jeffery D. Lawrence, D. Min.– Vice-President for Programs and Services/Chief Operating Officer, The Methodist
Home for Children and Youth

Explore the ethical dilemmas involving such issues as self-disclosure, sexuality, gifts, dual relationships and third party referrals.  In
lecture and small group discussions, participants will examine how to respond to a range of challenging clinical situations, including
dealing with sexual attraction.  Special attention will be paid to a counselor’s unresolved grief, co-dependency and compassion fatigue
with respect to maintaining healthy boundaries.
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Concurrent Session H
Thursday, November 14, 2013 1:45-3:15
H1

HOPE AND HEALING AFTER TRAUMA: AN OVERVIEW OF TRAUMA-FOCUSED COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL THERAPY
(TF-CBT) (part 2 of 2)
Presenter: Roy Van Tassell, Masters in Counseling – Cenpatico

This presentation introduces professionals to Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT) a nationally and internationally
implemented evidence-based treatment for children, adolescents and their parents experiencing post-traumatic stress. Info on
resources for further training will be provided.
H2

CHILDREN AND FAMILY ISSUES: SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS, LOCAL FOCUSES
(part 2 of 2)
Presenter: Bill R. Hancock, Founder, President and Chief Executive Officer – FaithBridge

Through the local church and its community of believers, sustainable solutions for all child and family related issues and services can
be achieved.  Through local research, innovative planning and community organization, local communities can drive best practices,
quality outcomes and sound policy in child welfare.
H3

PERCEIVED FAMILY STRESS AS A HINDRANCE TO PARENTING (part 2 of 2)
Presenter:  Mayi Dixon,  MA, LPC -  Adjunct Professor and Family Therapist – Mercer University

The presentation will explore the perceived level of family stress among single parent verses married parents/ families. The
presentation will explore whether education, household income, and marital status affect the level of perceived stress. The presenter
will explore the idea that family stress affects child rearing and marital relationships, and the different form of family stress, and ways
counselors can help families develop adequate coping skills.
H4

YOUTH ENGAGEMENT
Presenters: Anthony Reeves, Assistant Project Coordinator, Multi-Agency Alliance for Children (MAAC), Chas Chitwood,
EmpowerMEnt, Crystal Williams, EmpowerMEnt

Youth Engagement is something so many in our field and communities are seeking, striving for, engaging in, and learning about
together in doing this important work.  Powerful insight, creativity, and innovation can grow out of the opportunity for young people
and adults to come together and partner with each other toward change at many levels (system, region, community, individual).  Youth
engagement can happen in so many ways, and the Georgia Youth Opportunities Initiative Youth Engagement Strategy, EmpowerMEnt,
seeks to share our learning (as part of a national network) with our partners about what constitutes authentic youth engagement, or
authentic youth-adult partnership.  What does it look like?  What guides it?  How does it function?  How do we know we are getting
closer to a more authentic process? This workshop is a good fit for anyone seeking to engage youth in multiple capacities
(individual/agency – regional/state-level).
H5

ETHICS (part 3 of 3)
Presenter: Jeffery D. Lawrence, D. Min.– Vice-President for Programs and Services/Chief Operating Officer, The Methodist 		
Home for Children and Youth

Explore the ethical dilemmas involving such issues as self-disclosure, sexuality, gifts, dual relationships and third party referrals.  In
lecture and small group discussions, participants will examine how to respond to a range of challenging clinical situations, including
dealing with sexual attraction.  Special attention will be paid to a counselor’s unresolved grief, co-dependency and compassion fatigue
with respect to maintaining healthy boundaries.
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Thank You to Our 2013 Sponsors
CORPORATE SPONSOR
Bethany Christian Services
PLATINUM SPONSOR
AMGP GA Managed Care Company
GOLD SPONSOR
Hamby & Aloisio, Inc.
SILVER SPONSORS
Broken Shackle Ranch, Inc.
Luthern Services of Georgia
The Social Empowerment Center
The Washington Group
Youth Villages

BRONZE SPONSORS
Bloom
Families First
Family Ties, Inc.
Georgia Campaign for Adolescent Power
& Potential (GCAPP)
Georgia Center for Youth
Global Vision Technologies
Goshen Valley Boy’s Ranch
Independent Adoption Center
Marvelous Light Consultants, LLC
Multi-Agency Alliance for Children
(MAAC)
Murphy Harpst Children’s Centers
ProSolutions Training
Rainbow House, Inc.
Systems and Methods, Inc.
Transitional Family Services
Twin Cedars Youth and Family Services,
Inc.

Exhibitors
Active Parenting Publishers
ASIware
Child Welfare Information Gateway
CHRIS Kids, Inc.
Coastal Harbor Health System
Correll Insurance Group
Creative Community Services
Department of Human Services, RCC
Department of Juvenile Justice
Devereux Georgia Treatment Network
Department of Human Service, DFCS
“From Foster Care to Fabulous: An Imperative
Movement”
Georgia Association of Homes and Services for
Children (GAHSC)

Georgia Professional Human Services
Association (GPHSA)
Hands on America, Inc.
Hillside
KidsPeace National Centers of Georgia
Lake Bridge Behavioral Health System
Lighthouse Nursing Agency, Inc.
Morningstar Children and Family Services
PCA Georgia
Standard of Care Psychological
The Center for Children & Young Adults
The Lighthouse Care Center of Augusta
The Methodist Home for Children and Youth
Trinity Social Services
University of Georgia
Vashti Center
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CONFERENCE FACILITIES

FLOOR PLANS

TEL.

BALLROOM & BREAK OUT ROOMS
(LOBBY LEVEL)

CONFERENCE & BOARD ROOMS
(LOWER LEVEL)

Conference Room Assignments
A1   Sanford Room (LL)
A2   Breakout C (UL)
A3   Lyon Room (LL)
A4   Breakout G (UL)
A5   Cole Room (LL)
A6   Breakout J (LL)

C1   Breakout K (LL)
C2   Breakout J (LL)
C3   Sanford Room (LL)
C4   Lyon Room (LL)
C5   Cole Room (LL)
C6   Breakout C (UL)

E1   Sanford Room (LL)
E2   Breakout K (LL)
E3   Lyon Room (LL)
E4   Cole Room (LL)
E5   Breakout J (LL)
E6   Breakout C  (UL)

G1   Lyon (LL)
G2   Ballroom III (UL)
G3   Ballroom IV (UL)
G4   Breakout C (UL)
G5   Sanford  (LL)
G6   Breakout  K (LL)

B1   Sanford Room (LL)
B2   Breakout C (UL)
B3   Lyon Room (LL)
B4   Breakout G (UL)
B5   Cole Room (LL)
B6   Breakout J (LL)

D1   Breakout J (LL)
D2   Breakout K (LL)
D3   Sanford Room (LL)
D4   Lyon Room  (LL)
D5   Cole Room (LL)
D6   Breakout C (UL)

F1   Breakout J (LL)
F2   Breakout G (UL)
F3   Lyon Room (LL)
F4   Breakout C (UL)
F5   Sanford Room (LL)
F6   Breakout K (LL)

H1   Lyon (LL)
H2   Ballroom III (LL)
H3   Breakout C (UL)
H4   Sanford  (LL)
H5   Breakout  K (LL)

Upper Level (UL)
Lower Level (LL)
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