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Welcome
Welcome

The Georgia Conference on Children and Families Planning Committee is honored to present the 2011 conference, “Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow...Engaging our Youth, Families,
and Communities.” Dedicated to achieving the best outcomes for at-risk children, the GCCF
is dedicated to bringing together the stakeholder leadership for at-risk children, learning
around best practice, experts in the field of practice and networking around a common
vision for children and families and collaboration for change. We believe that this is best
done in a multi-disciplinary event around these common purposes.
This conference includes a full spectrum of disciplines and organizations serving Georgia’s
children and families. They include child advocacy, juvenile justice, social service, education, the private provider and the faith-based communities. The conference brings together
thought leaders in Georgia to focus on strategies for improving outcomes for children and
families. Leaders speak to state and federal policy and its impact on performance driven
practice.
To achieve the best outcomes, we need resources and supportive services at the community level and supportive systems at the state level that can come together, share, network,
collaborate and work together around a system of care. This conference provides a forum
to collaborate, improve competencies, learn from the best in the field and network with
other professionals who have a wealth of experience.
We trust you will benefit from the knowledge, expertise and inspiration offered through
keynote presentations, plenary sessions, panel discussions, workshops and networking
opportunities. Partners in planning the conference include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Court Appointed Special Advocates
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities
Department of Community Health
Department of Human Services
Department of Juvenile Justice
Foster Family-Based Treatment Association
Georgia Alliance for Therapeutic Services for Children and Families
Georgia Association of Homes and Services for Children
JUSTGeorgia
Multi-Agency Alliance for Children
Professional Excellent Program, School of Social Work, Andrew Young School of Policy
Studies, Georgia State University
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Tuesday,
November 15		

8:30 am – 12:00 pm

Registration/Exhibits

				
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm
				
				
1:15 pm – 1:30 pm

Opening Luncheon/Keynote			

				

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm

Concurrent Workshops – Session A

				

3:00 pm – 3:15 pm

Break

				

3:15 pm – 4:45 pm

Concurrent Workshops – Session B

Wednesday,
November 16		

8:00 am – 9:30 am

Concurrent Workshops – Session C

				

9:30 am – 9:45 am

Break

				

9:45 am – 11:15 am

Concurrent Workshops – Session D

				

11:20 am – 12:30 pm

Lunch and Learn

				

12:30 pm – 12:45 pm

Break

				

12:45 pm – 2:15 pm

Concurrent Workshops – Session E

				

2:15 pm – 2:30 pm

Break

				
		
				

2:30 pm – 4:00 pm

Plenary Session/ Panel of Experts

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Networking Reception

8:30 am – 10:00 am

Concurrent Workshops – Session F

Thursday,
November 17		

Break

				10:00 am – 10:15 am

Break				

				

Awards Celebration Awards
(Brunch)			

10:15 am – 11:30 am

				
				
11:30 am – 11:45 am

Break

				
11:45 am – 1:15 pm
Concurrent Workshops – Session G
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PLENARY SESSIONS
Tuesday

12:00 - 1:15 Opening Keynote Presentation: FosterClub All-Stars

FosterClub is the national network for young people currently in, or who have experienced the foster care
system. Their mission is to lead the efforts of young people in and from foster care to become connected educated, inspired and represented so they can realize their personal potential and contribute to a better life for
their peers. FosterClub elevates and celebrates stories of young people from foster care who demonstrate resilience and embody hope. The FosterClub All-Star Program provides leadership and service opportunities to
youth people ages 18-24 who have spent their formative years in foster care. The All-Star internship program
provides an opportunity for young adults, who have beaten the odds and thrived in spite of difficult circumstances to communicate their unique perspective and share their resilient spirits with their younger peers still
struggling through foster care. FosterClub All-Stars advocate for system improvements and promote public
awareness nationally throughout the year.

Wednesday 11:20 - 12:30 Lunch and Learn—Stephen Schoenthaler, Ph.D., Professor, Sociology and Criminal Justice, California State University, Stanislaus, CA
Dr. Stephen Schoenthaler has been researching the effects of nutrition on cognition, behavior and intelligence for over 20 years. His research has been featured on the major US networks and he is one of the
most published scientists world-wide in the field of the neurobiology of anti-social behavior. Dr. Schoenthaler is a professor of Social and Criminal Justice at California State University, Stanislaus. He teaches
on Criminology, Delinquency, Nutrition and Behavior, Graduate Research Methods in Criminal Justice,
Graduate level Advanced Statistics, Probation and Parole, Treatment of the Offender, Criminal Law, Criminal Investigations, Historical and Contemporary Criminal Justice Issues, and The Family. His honors
include being awarded “Outstanding Research and Creative Activities Professor” at his University in 2002,
“The Linus Pauling Award” for “landmark research in human nutrition and behavior” in 2000; and being
a research partner of Nobel laureate Linus Pauling from 1988 to 1993. In 1991, the BBC reported that Dr.
Schoenthaler was one of the leading experts in the world on the effects of nutrition and behavior.

Wednesday 2:30 – 4:00 Plenary Session/ Panel of Thought Leaders
This Plenary will bring together thought leaders in Georgia to focus on strategies for improving outcomes
for children and families. Leaders will speak to state and federal policy and its impact on performance
driven practice. Included in the discussion will be a focus on working within the System of Care. The aim
of this session is to highlight how Georgia can come together around outcomes and identify ways to work
together to drive best practice. Those participating in the session include Commissioners from the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities, Department of Human Services, Department of Juvenile Justice, and Department of Early Care and Learning.

4:00 - 5:00

Networking Reception with State Representatives and Leadership

Thursday 10:15-11:30
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Awards Celebration
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Tuesday, November 15, 2011
A1
1:30-3:00 (Part 1 of 2)
When Substance Abuse Affects Others: Tools and Techniques for Engaging and Helping Families
Jan Ligon, PhD, LCSW, Associate Professor of Social Work, Georgia State University
This workshop will cover approaches and techniques that can be used to engage and facilitate change with families and significant others who have a person with a substance abuser problem in their lives. Participants will
receive links to free materials and resources that can be adopted immediately.
A2
1:30-3:00
Fighting Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Georgia
Dale Alton, JD, Executive Director, Georgia Care Connection Office (GCCO)
This is a presentation and discussion by Georgia Care Connection (GCCO) and the Georgia Department of Human
Resources, Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) on the collaborative efforts to serve Commercially
Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC) in Georgia. The presentation will include the pathways and precursors; identification and engagement; the System Of Care philosophy in the effective coordinated care and linkage to services;
developing a continuum of care in services, and the mental health needs of a CSEC victim. DFCS will specifically
speak to their screening at intake and collaborative efforts with GCCO and Law Enforcement.
A3
1:30-3:00
Judge Sheri Roberts

Cold Case Project

The original Cold Case Project began in April 2009 as a one-year project. The goal was to find a permanent home
for each and every child in foster care. Attorneys were selected to serve on the Project and review cases of children
who have been in foster care for an extended period of time, and who appeared to be aging out of foster care without attaining permanency. This session will provide an update on the success of the project and report on the
work that remains to attain permanency for children in care.
A-4
1:30-3:00
Getting Solid (ILP)
Anthony Reeves, Regional Coordinator for Georgia EmpowerMEnt
If you were stranded on a deserted island, which two people would you want with you? EmpowerMEnt Advocates
help you to explore the difference paths we choose to find permanency in their lives. Using this presentation, each
participant will develop the necessary resources to guide their youth towards responsible and reliable relationships that can develop into permanent partnerships with adults.
A-5
1:30-3:00
Senior Management Track—Leading Through Tough Times
Luis Castro, Director of Training for Cameron and Associates, Inc., Employee Assistance Program provider for the
Georgia Department of Juvenile Justice
This seminar will bring hope, share proven strategies, ideas, tips and suggestions that really work while leading
in tough times. Among the topics covered are: How Does Leadership Style Affect Outcomes; Ten Strategies When
Leading in Tough Times; Choices to Make Before and After the Crisis; and Moving From the Comfort Zone to the
Challenge Zone.
A-6

1:30-3:00

Critical and Non-Critical Incidents: Reporting, Interviewing & Documenting
and Reducing Risk in a Residential Setting
Kimberly A. Borna, JD, CEO, The Center for Children & Young Adults

This workshop provides practical information and sample forms for improving reports and documentation of incidents in group home/facility settings. Describes tips for revising in-house incident reporting forms, help for staff in
documenting reports, and supervision in reviewing and approving reports. Also discusses and teaches techniques
for conducting interviews of staff and-or youth involved and/or witnessing incidents and best practices for drafting statements. Participants will leave with a generic staff training presentation to adapt for their organization.
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Tuesday, November 15, 2011
B-1
3:15-4:45
When Substance Abuse Affects Others: Tools and Techniques for Engaging and
			
Helping Families (Part 2 of 2)
Jan Ligon, PhD, LCSW, Associate Professor of Social Work, Georgia State University
This workshop will cover approaches and techniques that an be used to engage and facilitate change with families
and significant others who have a person with a substance abuser problem in their lives. Participants will receive
links to free materials and resources that can be adopted immediately.
B-2
3:15-4:45
Family Centered Practice— the old, new way to work, family centered and youth 		
		
guided practice.
Elizabeth Stevens, Instructional Designer/Trainer, Professional Excellent Program, School of Social Work, Andrew
Young School of Policy Studies, Georgia State University
This is a workshop that challenges your thinking about how this practice is evidenced in the workplace. Participants are provided the opportunity to dialogue about the youth and family involvement at the decision making
level, they engage in activities designed to help assess the effectiveness of internal and external family centered
practice, its sponsorship and return on investment. Participants will also identify ways of communicating the new
realities of implementing the practice, how it transforms the workplace and how it may be used to strengthen
community collaboration.
B-3
3:15-4:45
System of Care Goes Viral: Spreading Practical Applications of SOC Principles
			
at the Community Level
Margaret Cawood, Department of Juvenile Justice and Marcia Palma, Department of Juvenile Justice
How are System of Care principles spread through-out communities and agency partners? What does it look like
when they are integrated into community processes across agencies? A knowledgeable regional leader and innovative community leaders integrate their experiences, successes and challenges as examples of system of care
principles and practices.
B-4
3:15-4:45
Transitioning Youth Towards Positive Outcomes
Sharon Sneed-Thompson, MS Guidance and Counseling and Todd Thompson, MBA Finance, Christolyst LLC
This workshop will address components of today’s job market, personal presentation and professional networking.
Workshop participants will explore and utilize an approach that supports accountability, individual performance
and desired results. Participants will be introduced to the tools, knowledge, skills and processes to maximize
performance. Exercises, dialogue and meaningful feedback will be provided as participants learn about how to
encourage and support sustainable behaviors that maximize workforce performance.
B-5

3:15-4:45

Senior Management Track—DHS Leadership

B-6
3:15-4:45
Strategic Planning or If you don’t know where you are going, any road will
			take you there!
Mike Angstadt, Executive Director, Twin Cedars Youth and Family Services, Inc.
Strategic planning is a necessary component of insuring sustainability in both the private not for profit and for
profit sectors. Strong Boards and effective Leadership teams must strategically plan for success. Join this workshop to learn the basics and more of developing and implementing ways to strategically position your organization
through the use of this tool.
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Wednesday, November 16, 2011
C-1
8:00-9:30
Mental Health Disorders, Diagnosis, and Treatment in Foster Care Children
Dr. Kalyani Gopal, PhD, HSPP, Mid-America Psychological and Counseling Services, PC
Children in foster care have unique cooping mechanisms with which they handle their displacement trauma over
their separation from their parents and siblings. Attendees will learn the most common diagnoses and successful evidence based techniques on handling child behaviors and emotional reactions that lead to the diagnosis of
mental illness.
C-2
8:00-9:30
Skills and Strategies for Working with Fathers ( Part 1 of 2)
Shawn M. Brown, M.A. Training Specialist, Professional Excellent Program, School of Social Work, Andrew Young
School of Policy Studies, Georgia State University
This course focuses on the importance of fathers in children’s lives, the current research related to father involvement, and how this information can be applied throughout the child welfare continuum of services. The course
includes strategies for identifying, locating and engaging fathers in the casework process, and is designed to equip
case managers and supervisors to work successfully with fathers in a wide range of family situations and structures. This course is recommended for Social Services case managers and supervisors.
C-3
8:00-9:30
Teen Pregnancy: Challenges and Successes		
Molly Casey, System of Care Administrator, Teen Parent Connection and Dawn Murray, Executive Director, House
of Dawn
Explores the variety of environmental factors that shape the sexual behavior of teens and the potential risk and
protective factors in each. Includes a discussion of efforts that relate to preventing pregnancy and subsequent
pregnancy among youth in care. Reviews coordination of services necessary to reduce teen pregnancy and STI’s.
C-4
8:00-9:30
Understanding Title IV-E
Sherry Neal, Managing Attorney, Neal & Wright LLC and Lindsay C. Verity, Director, Grandparent/Relative Caregiver Project
Title IV-E adoption assistance benefits and Medicaid are vital resources for children moving from foster care to
the permanency of adoption. The presenters will discuss best practices in the provision of Title IV-E benefits, the
federal legal framework of title IV-E benefits, and related state policies.
C-5
8:00-9:30
Senior Management Track—(Part 1 of 3)
Elizabeth Skidmore, MBA Skidmore and Co.
Beth Skidmore, a recognized national expert in child welfare programming and trends has years of experience in
the child welfare field. This workshop series will provide perspective to senior management on national trends and
the implications for your strategic plan.
C-6
8:00-9:30
Ethics (Part 1 of 3)
Jeff Lawrence, The Methodist Homes of Children and Youth

2011 GCCF CONFERENCE Engaging Our Youth, Families & Communities
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Wednesday, November 16, 2011
D-1
9:45-11:15
Child Welfare as a Trauma-Informed Child-Serving System—Georgia Child
			Welfare Trauma training
Ursula M. Davis, MA, LAPC, Director, System of Care Unit, Department of Human Services, Division of Children and
Family Services
Using the National Child Traumatic Stress network’s (NCCTS) “Child Welfare Trauma Training Toolkit” as a
framework, this workshop will serve to present the basic knowledge, skills, and values associated with working
with children involved with the child welfare system who have experienced some type of traumatic event. This
trauma may have negatively impacted the child, family, child welfare professional or all. It will assist participants
in increasing awareness of trauma in order to impact current and future practice, policy and guidelines. Participants will explore ways in which to support children families and caregivers through coordination of services with
partner agencies as well as internal processes. Participants will address childhood trauma within a child welfare
organization through a child-focused and family-centered lens.
D-2
9:45-11:15
Skills and Strategies for Working with Fathers (Part 2 of 2)
Shawn M. Brown, M.A. Training Specialist, Professional Excellent Program, School of Social Work, Andrew Young
School of Policy Studies, Georgia State University
This course focuses on the importance of fathers in children’s lives, the current research related to father involvement, and how this information can be applied throughout the child welfare continuum of services. The course
includes strategies for identifying, locating and engaging fathers in the casework process, and is designed to equip
case managers and supervisors to work successfully with fathers in a wide range of family situations and structures. This course is recommended for Social Services case managers and supervisors.
D-3
9:45-11:15
Disruption Reduction
Lisa Faehl, Omni Visions
Any move or disruption adds months to the length of stay for a child in treatment foster care. Disruptions are also
a leading cause of burn out of both staff and foster parents. Making the first placement the best placement becomes increasingly important as agencies move to Best Practice Guidelines and performance Based Contracting.
This workshop will focus on the six leading causes of foster care disruption, with proven solutions and interventions for your agency and staff to use.
D-4

9:45-11:15

On Being a Child Welfare Professional: Fresh Perspectives and New Inspiration to
Continue the Journey
Dianne Yearby, MS, LPC, Director, Office of Provider Management, Deborah Burrus, Director, Permanency Unit, Department of Human Services, Division of Family and Children Services and Brenda Gillispie, MSW, LMSW, Families
First
Presented in the same vane as the classic book “On Being a Therapist”, this workshop will explore the sacred work
of the child welfare professional. Participants will revisit what drew them to the profession and how to reinvigorate
themselves as opposed to “burn-out” in the face of challenges, greater expectations and frequently changing mandates. Ethics, values and principles that shape the child welfare professional will be explored. Participants will
address issues related to burnout such as “missed motivational events, slipping into ineffective practices” to get a
more comprehensive understanding of the gravitational pull for child welfare professionals to become burned out.
D-5
9:45-11:15
Senior Management Track—(Part 2 of 3)
Elizabeth Skidmore, MBA Skidmore and Co.
Beth Skidmore, a recognized national expert in child welfare programming and trends has years of experience in
the child welfare field. This workshop series will provide perspective to senior management on national trends and
the implications for your strategic plan.
D-6
9:45-11:15
Ethics (Part 2 of 3)
Jeff Lawrence, The Methodist Homes of Children and Youth
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Wednesday, November 16, 2011
E-1
12:45-2:15
Nutrition and Behavior
Stephen Schoenthaler
This workshop is a continuation of the keynote presentation by Dr. Stephen Schoenthaler on the effects of nutrition on cognition, behavior and intelligence. His research has been featured on the major US networks and he is
one of the most published scientists world-wide in the field of the neurobiology of anti-social behavior.
E-2
12:45-2:15
Bright from the Start
Bobby Cagle, Commissioner of Bright from the Start, Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
Governor Nathan Deal designated Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning as the
lead agency for the Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge grant. Georgia is eligible to receive $70 million.
Bright from the Start is responsible for drafting and submitting the grant application to the federal government
and has begun meeting with early care and education stakeholders (i.e., other state agencies, various types of
child care providers, higher education, advocacy groups, parents, teachers, and foundations) from throughout the
state. Commissioner Cagle will provide an update on this and other initiatives.
E-3
12:45-2:15
Judges Panel
Judge Sheri Roberts, Newton County Juvenile Court, Belinda Edwards, Chief Judge in Fulton County and
Juanita Stedman, Chief Judge in Cobb
The role of the judge requires neutrality that often isolates the judge from other stakeholders in the juvenile justice
and child welfare systems. Although probation, mental health, child welfare case managers, and judges are all
advocates for children, their respective rolls within the same system differ in many respects sometimes causing
misunderstanding, confusion, and philosophical differences. This workshop is an opportunity to “bridge the gap”
between the child welfare and the judicial systems by providing an opportunity for practitioners to dialogue with
a panel of judges on issues of law, process, procedure, and philosophy of child welfare and juvenile justice. This
workshop is for all persons who provide case work services and supervise case workers in child welfare, mental
health, juvenile justice, and other child service agencies.
E-4
12:45-2:15
Disability Awareness 101
Joseph Sarra, MSW, Director of Family Support Services, Childkind, Inc.
This workshop is designed to empower families and professionals who support children with special health care
needs (SHCN) and/or developmental disabilities (DD) through education and advocacy. Topics include: People
First language, “What is Behavior,” 4 ways to access Medicaid, Medicaid waivers, and advocacy.
		
E-5
12:45-2:15
Senior Management Track—(Part 3 of 3)
Elizabeth Skidmore, MBA Skidmore and Co.
Beth Skidmore, a recognized national expert in child welfare programming and trends has years of experience in
the child welfare field. This workshop series will provide perspective to senior management on national trends and
the implications for your strategic plan.
E-6
12:45-2:45
Ethics (Part 3 of 3) - Extended Session
Jeff Lawrence, The Methodist Homes of Children and Youth
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Thursday, November 17, 2011
F-1
8:30-10:00
Wraparound Practice Model within a Care Management Entity (Part 1 of 2)
Heather Rowles, Executive Director Multi Agency Alliance for Children, Chad Jones, Viewpoint Health CME Director, Dr. Linda Henderson, CBAY Project Director and Shilloy Bates, GA Wraparound Trainer
This workshop provides an overview of the Care Management Entities in Georgia that provide services through
the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities. CMEs support youth who have been diagnosed with mental health disorders to help them live safely and productively in their communities. Presenters
will review a High Fidelity Wraparound services model that includes a family-driven approach with a youthguided focus. Discussion will include how the wraparound model works in a System of Care framework utilizing
a coordinated network of systems and community-based supports.
F-2
8:30-10:00
Attachment Focused Parenting (Part 1 of 2)
Wendy Haus Hanevold, PhD, Private Practice
This workshop is designed to equip parents with practical parenting skills and techniques rooted in proven therapeutic principles. The principles will provide a guide for all parents who are searching for ways to effectively love,
discipline, and communicate with their children. The parenting principles are adapted from the book Attachment
Focused Parenting by Daniel A. Hughes.
F-3
8:30-10:00
Secondary Traumatic Stress and Supervision (Part 1 of 2)
Liz Gallaspy, LMSW, Training Specialist, Professional Excellent Program, School of Social Work, Andrew Young
School of Policy Studies, Georgia State University
This course is designed to educate Social Services supervisors on the primary and secondary traumatic stress aspects of their work. Participants will assess their own personal and professional care and develop an understanding of how to manage direct and secondary trauma. Participants will also learn how to help their staff members
manage the responses related to traumatic stress in their work. The course includes instruction on the nature
of traumatic stress as well as individual coping skills and cosial support strategies that, if implemented, may
reduce the negative impact on work performance and individual worker well being. This course is recommended
for Social Services Supervisors and Field Program Specialists.
F-4
8:30-10:00
Have Behavior Issues? Find Solutions for Youth with Developmental Disabilities
Alison Ganse, Quality of Life Advocate, Creative Community Services, Monica Crawford, Intake Coordinator,
Creative Community Services		
Youth in therapeutic foster care come into care with multiple diagnoses. Their dual diagnosis may include developmental disabilities. Individuals who attend this workshop will gain an understanding of the difference between
managing disabilities positively rather than trying to change what a client cannot change. They will learn about
person-centered treatment that treats each client individually according to their needs and abilities. This workshop will refer to the types of diagnoses, the reasons for a different approach and different technique options.
Goals include helping a client live in as normal a life setting in the community as possible and participating in
activities that match their abilities.
F-5
8:30-10:00 Senior Management Track - Georgia’s Budget and the Impact on Children & Families
Alan Essig, Executive Director and Clare S. Richie, Senior Policy Analyst, Georgia Budget & Policy Institute
This presentation will provide an overview of the state budget and highlight the impact of budget cuts on children
and families.
F-6
8:30-10:00
Decreasing Social Prejudice
Susan Luker, MPA, Director of Training, CHRIS Kids
How many times have you heard a co-worker or a youth in your care talk about others in an unacceptable, derogatory or hurtful way? Did you say anything to them? If you didn’t, you missed an opportunity to model positive
and appropriate language skills. This workshop will provide constructive communication tools to help you and
others recognize and “unlearn” the biases and stereotypes that we may hold about people who are different than
us.
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Thursday, November 17, 2011
G-1
11:45-1:15
Wraparound Practice Model within a Care Management Entity
(Part 2 of 2)
Heather Rowles, Executive Director Multi Agency Alliance for Children, Chad Jones, Viewpoint Health CME Director,
Dr. Linda Henderson, CBAY Project Director and Shilloy Bates, GA Wraparound Trainer
This workshop provides an overview of the Care Management Entities in Georgia that provide services through the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities. CMEs support youth who have been diagnosed
with mental health disorders to help them live safely and productively in their communities. Presenters will review
a High Fidelity Wraparound services model that includes a family-driven approach with a youth-guided focus.
Discussion will include how the wraparound model works in a System of Care framework utilizing a coordinated
network of systems and community-based supports.
G-2
11:45-1:15
Attachment Focused Parenting - Connection and Consequences (Part 2 of 2)
Wendy Haus Hanevold, PhD, Private Practice
In part 2 , participants will learn a five-step prescription to create effective responses to challenging behavior. The
five steps are based on Attachment Focused Parenting* principles that are designed to build and maintain connections between parent and child.
G-3
11:45-1:15
Secondary Traumatic Stress and Supervision (Part 2 of 2)
Liz Gallaspy, LMSW, Training Specialist, Professional Excellent Program, School of Social Work, Andrew Young
School of Policy Studies, Georgia State University
This course is designed to educate Social Services supervisors on the primary and secondary traumatic stress aspects of their work. Participants will assess their own personal and professional care and develop an understanding of how to manage direct and secondary trauma. Participants will also learn how to help their staff members
manage the responses related to traumatic stress in their work. The course includes instruction on the nature of
traumatic stress as well as individual coping skills and social support strategies that, if implemented, may reduce
the negative impact on work performance and individual worker well being. This course is recommended for Social
Services Supervisors and Field Program Specialists.
G-4

11:45-1:15

How to Support Kinship caregivers through the Use of Protective Factors

Sharon McKinley, MSW, Program Manager & Cynthia Peterson, Program Specialist, Child Welfare Information Gateway

Kinship care is a long standing tradition among some cultures. Recently it has become the preferred child placement when children cannot live with their parents. While there are many benefits of living with relatives there are
some challenges. Sometimes when families are faced with adversities they struggle to identify strengths within. It
is critical for child welfare professionals to provide support and services to kinship families so that they can continue to provide a safe and nurturing home for the children in their care. This workshop will examine ways child
welfare professionals can support and strengthen kinship families. The presentation will also show how kinship
families can identify and build on their own strengths (Protective Factors) and how communities can build on their
Protective Factors to help kinship families survive and thrive.
G-5

11:45-1:15

Senior Leadership Track—Performance Engineering: Creating the right environment
to support excellent performance

Deirdre H. Carmichael, MSW, Program Planner, Georgia State University School of Social work Professional Excellence Program

Our staff isn’t performing as they should; they don’t know how to do the job. Send them to training; that will fix the
problem. These are false assumptions that organizations typically make. This workshop introduces participants to
a model of performance improvement that provides a systematic framework for analyzing performance problems
and developing appropriate solutions (training and non-training) to improve performance.		
G-6
11:45-1:15
Therapy Dogs
Catherine Harm, LMSW, Clinician, and Shelly Hutchinson, LCSW, Director, Social Empowerment
More and more we are seeing the use of therapy dogs. They are now present in hospitals, therapy sessions, and
court rooms. In this workshop, attendees will learn techniques for working with both children and parents using
a therapy dog. A therapy dog will be present in the workshop for five demonstrations.
2011 GCCF CONFERENCE Engaging Our Youth, Families & Communities
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HOTEL INFORMATION
The Georgia Conference on
Children and Families
November 15-17, 2011
Marietta Conference Center
500 Powder Springs St.
Marietta, GA 30064
Room Reservations - 888.685.2500

GROUP RATES:
Hotel Room: 		
$109.00 per room, per night
Check-In: 3:00 PM - Check-Out: 11:00 AM
These rates are European plan (no meals included) rates. Subject to applicable tax. Group
rates will be honored 3 days before group arrival and 3 days after group departure based on
availability. Complimentary wireless internet access is available in the guest rooms and meeting space.
DIRECTIONS AND TRANSPORTATION:
From the North: Take I-75 South to Exit #265. Turn right on N. Marietta Pkwy. which turns
into Powder Springs Street. Travel 3.5 miles. Hotel entrance is on the right.
From the South: Take I-75 North to Exit #265. Turn left on N. Marietta Pkwy. which turns
into Powder Springs Street. Travel 3.5 miles. Hotel entrance is on the right.
From the East: Take I-20 West to I-75 North to Exit #265

Reservation number: 888.685.2500 - identify yourself as being with the
group, Georgia Conference on Children and Families at the time of reservation in order to receive special group rate.

Group rate room reservations must be received
on or before October 31, 2011.
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EXHIBIT/SPONSORSHIP APPLICATION
Marietta Conference Center
November 15-17, 2011
Organization Name:
Contact Person:
Mailing Address:
Phone: 							Fax:
Email: 							Website:
Name of agency representative attending conference:
Exhibit/Sponsorship Opportunities: (Check selection)
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

Corporate Sponsorship - $5,000
Platinum Sponsorship - $3,500        
Gold Sponsorship - $2,500
Silver Sponsorship - $1,500            
Bronze Sponsorship - $800
Exhibit Table - $600
Host - $200

Details online at:
http://www.georgiachild.org/2011/gccfexhibitorsponsorinvitation20110916.doc
Please be aware that conference organizers are not responsible for lost or stolen exhibit material—you will need to secure valuables when your table is not attended. Also, exhibit fees
include the exhibit space and two chairs. You may make special arrangements if you require
electricity or an active phone line, or if you need to ship your exhibit materials to the hotel in
advance. There will be extra charges for these services. Please email office@georgiachild.org or
call 404.572.6170 for more information.
You may fax or email your completed application and follow up with payment, or mail application with check payable to GAHSC:
The Georgia Conference on Children and Families
c/o 34 Peachtree Street, NW Suite 2230
Atlanta, GA 30303
Phone: (404) 572-6170 Fax: (404) 572-6171
Email: office@georgiachild.org
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REGISTRATION

Online Registration at
www.georgiachild.org
Name
Title
Organization Name
Organization Street Address
City, State, Zip Code
Phone				
E-mail
PAYMENT INFORMATION
Please remit payment with registration.
Make check payable to GAHSC.
Mail registration to:
GAHSC
34 Peachtree Street, Suite 2230
Atlanta, GA 30303
CANCELLATION POLICY
All cancellation requests must be in writing
and are subject to a $75 processing fee. Cancellations received after November 1, 2011 will
not be refunded. You may email your requests
to office@georgiachild.org.
SPECIAL NEEDS:
____Vegetarian meals
____Wheelchair accessibility
____Other________________________
REGISTRATION FEES—2011 GCCF
____Full Early Registration
$275.00
(through 10/31/2011)
____Full Regular Registration
$325.00
____Tuesday			
$100.00
____Wednesday			$150.00
____Thursday			
$100.00
____Extra Meal			
$ 30.00
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE
$___________
(CEUs included—applied for 12 hours total)

Please check sessions you plan to attend:
___A-1 When Substance Abuse Affects Others (Part 1)
___A-2 Fighting Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
in Georgia
___A-3 Cold Case Project
___A-4 Getting Solid (ILP)
___A-5 Senior Management Track—Leading Through Tough
Times
___A-6 Critical and Non-Critical Incidents
___B-1 When Substance Abuse Affects Others (part 2 of 2)
___B-2 Family Centered Practice			
___B-3 System of Care
___B-4 Transitioning Youth Towards Positive Outcomes
___B-5 Senior Management Track—DHS Leadership
___B-6 Strategic Planning
___C-1 Mental Health Disorders
___C-2 Skills & Strategies for Working with Fathers (Part 1)
___C-3 Teen Pregnancy: Challenges and Successes
___C-4 Understanding Title IV-E
___C-5 Sr. Management Track—Beth Skidmore (Part 1)
___C-6 Ethics (part 1 of 3)
___D-1 Child Welfare Trauma training
___D-2 Skills and Strategies for Working with Fathers (Part 2)
___D-3 Disruption Reduction
___D-4 On Being a Child Welfare Professional
___D-5 Senior Management Track—Beth Skidmore (Part 2)
___D-6 Ethics (Part 2)
___E-1 Nutrition and Behavior
___E-2 Bright from the Start
___E-3 Judges Panel
___E-4 Disability Awareness 101
___E-5 Senior Management Track—Beth Skidmore (Part 3)
___E-6 Ethics (Part 3)
___F-1 Wraparound Practice Model within a Care Management Entity (Part 1)
___F-2 Attachment Focused Parenting (Part 1)
___F-3 Secondary Traumatic Stress and Supervision (Part 1)
___F-4 Therapeutic Foster Care with Youth with Developmental Disabilities
___F-5 Sr. Management Track - Georgia’s Budget and the
Impact on Children and Families
___F-6 Decreasing Social Prejudice
___G-1 Wraparound Practice Model within a Care Management Entity (Part 2)
___G-2 Attachment Focused Parenting (Part 2)
___G-3 Secondary Traumatic Stress and Supervision (Part 2)
___G-4 How to Support Kinship caregivers through the Use of
Protective Factors
___G-5 Senior Leadership Track—Performance Engineering:
Creating the right environment to support excellent
performance
___G-6 Therapy Dogs

Please note that sessions are subject to change.
2011 GCCF CONFERENCE Engaging Our Youth, Families & Communities
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Developing Excellence in Policy and Practice

34 Peachtree St, NW
Suite 2230
Atlanta, GA 30303

Additional copies of the brochure are available at:
www.georgiachild.org/2011/gccfbrochure2011.html

